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Stick to Local Farms Adventure Map Debuts at Rosendale Farmers Market  
On June 5 the Stick to Local Farms project will debut the third annual map of Rondout Valley farms that offer a free art 
sticker to each visitor. The launch party will take place at the Rosendale Farmers Market on Sunday, June 5 with festivi-
ties for children and adults.

Accord, NY – May 20, 2016 – The Rondout Valley has some of the best soil in the nation and is a Hudson Valley cor-
nucopia of fruit, vegetables, livestock and more. Now an interactive art project offers an entertaining and reward-
ing guide to the area’s agricultural scene. “These farms are local treasures for the entire region, yet many people 
have no idea that they exist. The Rondout Valley is home to farms that grow over fifty flavorful varieties of fruit, 
vegetables and herbs, have colorful flocks of chickens and ducks, and scenic pastures where majestic horses and 
Belted Galloway cattle roam. They are fascinating places to visit,” says Maria Reidelbach, the artist, author and local 
food activist behind the campaign. “The Stick to Local Farms sticker adventure introduces these great old and new 
farms in a fun and adventurous way.”

The heart of the Stick to Local Farms project is a beautiful folding map of the Rondout Valley. Mysterious blank 
spots on the map can be filled with colorful, theme-shaped stickers especially designed for over two dozen Rond-
out Valley farms and farmers markets. Kids, adults, tourists and locals can pick up a free map from a participating 
farm or from hundreds of racks around the area and then tour the farms, collecting a free sticker at each one. Ten 
or more stickers is rewarded with a Stick to Local Farms Cookbook and four passes to play Homegrown Mini-Golf 
at Kelder’s Farm. The awards earned for collecting all 26 stickers are a special, sparkly completion sticker and a 
market bag of farm goods and goodies.

“This kind of campaign is something we never did in the past,” said Nick Cipollone, fourth generation farmer at 
Barthel’s Farm in Ellenville, and President of the Rondout Valley Growers. The Barthel’s Farm sticker features a tra-
ditional “man in the sun” motif with a spin—the face is George Barthel, the farm’s founder. “Having a sticker helps 
define and promote our farm’s brand and all of Rondout Valley agriculture, too,” Cipollone adds.

Adventurers who collected stickers for the 2015 map report days of fun. “What an absolute joy this map has been 
for me and my family. We are having a wonderful time visiting farms and discovering new places with this excel-
lent treasure map!” says Annie Carlson. Charyn Smith, who earned the sparkly completion sticker said, “We have 
had the best time collecting these stickers. I have been visiting some of the farms for years, but others, never—the 
horse farms, Arrowood Farms, Kingston YMCA Farm Project—we had a blast! I will participate in another map 
hunt anytime.” 

The launch party, which will take place at seasonal opening of the Rosendale Farmers Market, off Main Street in 
Rosendale, NY, from 10am to 2pm will feature tastings of recipes using fresh local produce, a fruit and vegetable 
scavenger hunt for kids, the opportunity to get the first three stickers for the new map, life music and more.

Stick to Local Farms is part of a nation-wide grass-roots effort to support local agriculture. It is the most recent 
interactive farm-themed artwork created by Maria Reidelbach, local food activist. Other projects include Unsung 
Heroes, a performance of songs about local elder farmers by professional songwriters, which she co-produced, 
the Stick to Local Farms Cookbook, with delicious, easy recipes for local produce, The Yardavore, a monthly news-
paper column, Homegrown Mini-Golf, landscaped in edible plants with a Guinness World Record-setting garden 
gnome. 

-###-
For more information or to schedule an interview with Maria Reidelbach, please email maria@stick2local.com or 
call 646-242-6464.
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